
Workshops and Learning Centre Sessions

High-level speakers from around the globe 
discussed crosscutting and real life issues in the 
workshop sessions, which covered the different 
phases of disaster, conflict, relief, recovery, 
development and disaster prevention.
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Moderated by BBC correspondents 
Kate Adie and Brian Hanrahan, 
these workshops allowed speakers 
from UN agencies, NGOs, IGOs 
and commercial organisations to 
discuss and debate issues such as 
globalisation, finance, logistics, 
law and order, disaster response, 
pandemics, shelter, Afr ican 
development and transport.

The sessions were definitely a 
time for audience participation, 
questions and analysis with 
speakers and visitors addressing 
issues and solutions in order to 
increase the effectiveness of 
aid and humanitarian relief 
implementation internationally.

Brian Hanrahan

Kate Adie

On January 29th and 30th, the global humanitarian 
community came together at Geneva PALEXPO in 
Switzerland to embrace the challenge of integrated 
aid and development.

The International Aid + Trade Event is an open 
platform for communication, coordination and 
partnership, designed to address the challenges faced 
by the diverse groups of organisations and individuals 
striving for more efficient, and ultimately more 
effective, aid and humanitarian relief on a daily basis.

This event, the third organised by Aid + Trade 
Limited, saw record numbers of visitors attending 
what many said was the most successful event to 
date.

Experts from the United Nations and aid agencies, 
non-government organisations (NGOs), governments, 
inter-governmental organisations (IGOs), business 
and academia took the opportunity to discuss the 
complex international rel ief  issues and share 
knowledge about how to improve international 
disaster relief efforts.

It also provided important networking opportunities 
to encourage communication and coordination – 
essential for effective response to the growing 
number of emergencies around the world.

The event boasted over 100 exhibitors and 1600 
visitors, featuring a popular no-frills demonstration 
area for experiencing large kit up-close, a challenging 
outdoor all-terrain vehicle demonstration course, 
moderated workshop panel discussions involving 
experienced pre-eminent members in the field of aid, 
relief and development, and learning centre sessions 
from leading organisations.

“ T h e  w o r k s h o p s  t h a t  h a p p e n  a r e  a  
great way of going beyond just 
looking a t  w h a t  t h e  s o l u t i o n s  a r e  
and who’s doing what, and actually 
d e b a t i n g  s o m e  o f  t h e  i s s u e s ”

  Graham S aunders
  Head of  Shelter, IFRC  

Workshop sessions

Display area




